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A sermon preached by Emma Hodge at St. Michael & All Angels Church on Sunday 
19th June (1st Sunday after Trinity) at Evensong. 
 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 
 
 
Tonight’s reading from the book of Genesis is the start of the story of Isaac and Rebekah.   
There are several people in our story today, and while some of us may be familiar with some 
of them, there are other people in the story who are often overlooked  so let’s start by 
exploring who the people are and how they fit into the story. 
 
Abraham and Isaac:  Both Abraham and Isaac are known as the Patriarchs of both 
Judaism and Christianity and they are mentioned in the genealogies of Jesus at the start of 
the gospels of Matthew and Luke.   
 
Abraham was told by an angel that he and Sarah would have more descendants than there 
are stars in the sky, at the time they were old and childless. Abraham is Isaac’s father and 
was married to Sarah, who at the time of our passage had died at the age of 127.   
 
Isaac is Abraham’s second son,  the first born to his wife Sarah, Abraham’s first son was 
born to Sarah’s slave, Hagar.  
 
Abraham and Isaac are currently living in a foreign country away from their homeland.  
Abraham wanted to find a wife for his son Isaac from his own family, and while we may think 
this is strange, at Abraham’s time, it was common.  
 
Abraham had a servant, we do not know his name, but we know that he was trusted by 
Abraham with not only a critical task, that of finding a wife for his son, but also with a large 
amount of valuable assets. He also swore an oath to the Lord in the presence of Abraham to 
complete the task.  While the servant is described as the eldest servant (or in other 
translations a senior servant) being tasked with selecting a wife for your master’s son was a 
task that had plenty of challenges.  The servant was a follower of the Lord,  when he needed 
help,  he asked God!  When his prayer was answered,  he praised God.  
 
Rebekah She was a relative of Abraham and when she met Abraham’s servant, she 
identified herself, not with her name, as is customary in our culture,  but by saying who her 
father and grandparents are,  this would have been the custom in her culture. Her father was 
Bethuel, but he takes no role in the discussions with Abraham’s servant,  instead it is her 
brother Laban who does. However,  we know her mother does have a role, there are 
references to Rebekah having conversations with her mother,  which interestingly Rebekah 
is only one of two women to have a conversation with their mothers in the bible and the only 
one in the Old Testament.  (The other woman was the daughter of Herodias who asked for 
the head of John the Baptist, as we heard in our New Testament reading). 
 
Rebekah is better known when she becomes the mother of twins, Jacob and Esau and when 
she helped Jacob win the final blessing and approval of his father which was supposed to be 
Esau’s and her actions during that story have many interpretations.   
 
But today’s story is when Rebekah is much younger, before she is married.  In today’s 
passage,  Rebekah is doing a simple household task,  going down to draw water,  she then 
meets a stranger, who turns out to be Abraham’s servant,  and agrees to draw him some 
water as well,  however,  she goes further and offers to draw water for his camels.  This is a 
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lot of extra work for Rebekah, it’s not just a case of drawing an extra bucket of water, but 
several buckets of water. 
 
What Rebekah doesn’t know is that the Lord had told Abraham’s servant that this would be 
the answer to Abraham’s servant’s prayer.  When he had got to the well, he prayed for 
guidance and he asked that the woman that he would ask to be Isaac’s wife would come to 
the well and also offer to draw water for his camels.    
  
Rebekah took Abraham’s servant back to her family and after a conversation with them, 
which the servant recounts the story and his actions.  Laban,  Rebekah’s brother,  asks 
Rebekah if she consents to be Isaac’s wife.  
 
Rebekah married Isaac and only a few verses further on in the story we are told that Isaac 
loved Rebekah.  This episode of Isaac and Rebekah definitely has a happy ending!  
 
Rebekah became one of the Matriarchs of our faith, the matriarchs are the women who are 
married to the patriarchs, who are Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,  they are often overlooked, 
but their stories are often complex and fascinating.   
 
So what can we learn from this story? 
 
Firstly,  we can be like the servant,  who prays to God and puts his trust in Him. When faced 
with a demanding task, he prayed for help and received it. Importantly he also prayers when 
his prayer is answered and Rebekah comes to the well and indicates that she is part of 
Abraham’s family.  
 
The importance of prayer and asking for help from God is a critical part of our lives as a 
Christian,  we don’t know the servant’s name but his actions have been recorded for 
generations. 
 
When our prayers are answered,  what do we do,  do we copy the actions of the servant by 
spontaneously praising God? He praised God as soon as he met Rebekah,  he didn’t wait 
until after her discussion with her family, or even when he took Rebekah safely home to 
meet Isaac. He praised God straight away.  
 
Secondly,  we can be like Rebekah, we can be open to new opportunities,  Rebekah had 
never met Isaac,  she knew nothing of his character,  she didn’t know what her life would be 
like in the country when she was married to Isaac.  She trusted God.  Are we open to new 
opportunities, regardless of the risks?  Do we trust God? 
 
Thirdly,  throughout the bible there are different people,  all with their different stories,  their 
different personalities and traits, sometimes they are well known people,  such as Abraham,  
Isaac and Rebekah,  but other times,  we don’t even know their name,  such as the servant.  
But they are all equally valuable at teaching us something, and often  something new.  When 
you next read or hear a passage from the bible,  what will you discover? 
 
Let us Pray 
 
Heavenly father we thank you for the example of Abraham’s Servant and Rebekah and all 
the other people in the bible.  Amen 


