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St M 26 08 18 1 Kings 8

Those of you who have been following the series of 
sermons over the last two months will by now have picked
up quite a bit of the history of the Israelite people. A few 
weeks ago, I spoke about King David and the account of his
adulterous relationship with Bathsheba and the 
repercussions surrounding his infidelity. You will 
remember that to cover up his misdemeanour he had tried 
to get Bathsheba’s husband to sleep with her so that the 
child she was carrying could be passed off as her husband 
Uriah’s child. But Uriah wouldn’t comply. One of the 
reasons he gave for his not going home to his wife was that
his military colleagues were camping on the field of battle 
but more importantly the Ark of the Covenant still lodged 
in temporary accommodation. 
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During the course of the wilderness wanderings the tent 
which housed the Ark was replaced by the Tabernacle. But
as the Israelites were at this time a nomadic people the 
newly constructed Tabernacle had to be movable and the 
people had contributed materials for its construction 
which could be taken apart when the people moved on and
re-erected at the next stopping place.  You can read about 
it in the book of Exodus. (Ex 25 v 10-22, 31-39; 26 v 1-25; 27 
v 1-8; 27 v 9-19)   

When King David united the kingdoms of Judah and Israel 
in about the year 1000 before the common era, he made 
Jerusalem his capital and although the Ark of the 
Covenant was brought to the city it was still kept in the 
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same tabernacle which had housed it throughout the 
wilderness wanderings. 
David who was powerful and prosperous and lived in a 
great palace was keen to construct a magnificent temple to 
accommodate the Ark and create a permanent centre of 
worship.
In a nice play on words God tells David that He will build 
him a house
(meaning a dynasty) but building a dwelling for God’s 
presence was not to be his task, that was for his successor 
to undertake. (2 Samuel 7 )
So it was, that many years later David’s son Solomon built 
the Temple and the Ark was placed in it.  
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Solomon’s Temple was built on the east side of Jerusalem 
on Mount Moriah “where the Lord had appeared to his 
father David” (1 Chronicles 21 v 28; 2 Chronicles 3 v 1)  
The work on Solomon’s Temple began in the 4th year of his 
reign around 967 BC. (1 Kings 6 v 1). It was completed 
seven years later (1Kings 6 v 37-38) 
In order to erect such a magnificent building Solomon 
contacted Hiram, the King of Tyre, to supply architects and
crafts men (1 Kings 7 v 14 -22). workmen and materials to 
help with construction. (2 Chr 2 v3)
If you want to read the details, you will find them in 1 
Kings chapter 5. 

The Temple was built in the shape of a rectangle, which 
ran east to west. It had an inner and an outer courtyard.
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There was a bronze altar (2 Chr. 4 v 1) used for burnt 
offerings (1 Kings 8 v 22, 64; 9 v 25)    
12 Bronze oxen in 4 groups of 3 facing outwards towards 
the 4 points of the compass with the bronze laver resting 
on their backs which held water for ritual washings (1 
Kings 7 v 23-26). 
10 steps led to a porch, (2 Chr. 3 v 4) to the west of which, 
was the Holy Place.  Through double doors, ornately carved
and overlaid with gold (1 Kings 6 v 20-22) was the Holy of 
Holies. 
There were side chambers and galleries 3 stories high (1 
Kings 6 v 5)
For this magnificent construction Solomon planned an 
elaborate dedication during which the Ark would be 
conveyed to the Temple and placed in the Holy of Holies (1 
Kings 8-9). 
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Solomon himself oversaw the ceremony.  As the procession 
of priests with the Ark moved towards the Temple lavish 
sacrifices were offered to sanctify this new sacred space.   

Towards the end of these elaborate ceremonies Solomon 
gave a special oration praising God for his loyalty to Israel 
and asking for God’s acceptance of the Temple as the place 
where He would interact with his   people Israel. 

The journey to this moment had not been easy. There had 
been many times on the way when the Israelites had 
rebelled against God and had endured many trials and 
tribulations.  But despite their weaknesses God had always
been faithful, and in his prayer, Solomon acknowledges 
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this, praying for His continued merciful forgiveness and 
steadfast love.

The dedication of the Temple was for God’s people Israel a 
culmination of YHWH’s promise to David that his son 
would succeed him as King and would build the Temple. 
On the basis of this promise Solomon prays that David’s 
dynasty will endure and gives thanks that YHWH’s 
steadfast love has brought them to this moment in 
fulfilment of the promise made way back when God had 
brought them out of slavery in Egypt.  

 But this new beginning required of the people a change of 
attitude which involved repentance and a resolve to live 
their lives in obedience to God’s laws. 
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Sadly, Solomon’s Temple was ransacked when the 

Israelites were carried off into Babylon but it was 

reconstructed on their return. However, although many of 

the temple treasures which had been looted, were returned

the Ark was never recovered. This second Temple was also 

desecrated in 175 BCE, this time by Antiochus IV 

Epiphanes and was replaced by King Herod in around 19 

BCE with an vast construction. This third Temple, built on 

the same site as the others, was the Temple of Jesus time. 

John’s Gospel tells us that Jesus came at the start of his 

ministry to this very heart of the Israelite nation and 

religion and confronted the authorities and their practices.

The account of the turning over of the tables of the money 

changers is quickly followed by his pronouncement 

“Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up” 
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and John explains that the temple he was speaking of was 

his body.  (John 2 v13-21)

 In Christ the old order would be replaced by a new way.  
Christ was to be the cornerstone of the church not a 
building confine by bricks and mortar but a living Temple. 
At his death we are told that the veil at the entrance to the
Holy of Holies in the Temple was torn in two from top to 
bottom; in this instant a new way was opened up into the 
presence of God. 

The church is God’s New Temple, Christ is its foundation 
and we, you and I are both builders and building. Through 
Christ, the church is the place where humanity and God 
meet. We are one in Christ, a community constructing 
together a Temple to the glory of God.  It means ceasing to 
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be preoccupied with our own affairs and working together
in love and peace.  

There are going to be times when we get despondent and 
feel that our efforts are inadequate. There are other times 
when disagreement, conflict and friction affect our life 
together and this dissention will ultimately hamper God’s 
work, not only within us as individuals and in the church 
community to which we belong, but also in our witness to 
the wider world. As we walk with Christ, in close 
communion with Him he purifies our motives and if we 
allow it the Holy Spirit will transform us and so we will 
grow into all that God would have us be both individually 
and as a community. 


