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The Coming of the Son of Man 
By Rev Jane Kraft 

St Michael’s Church, Sandhurst, Advent Sunday 2020 
 

Lectionary Readings:  
Isaiah 64:1-9, 1 Corinthians 1:3-9, Mark 13:24-37 

 
To day is the first day of the new year. Unlike the secular new year which 
in normal circumstances starts and ends with parties, fireworks and much 
jollification the church’s new year begins with a time of penitence and 
sombre reflection. Advent as I’m sure you all know means coming. And 
anticipation for anything coming requires preparation and the season of 
Advent is arranged in such a way as to facilitate this getting ready. 

The church over the centuries has focused on different themes for the 
four weeks of advent   

In more modern times The Patriarchs, the prophets, John the Baptist, and 
finally Mary lead us in our preparation to celebrate the incarnation and 
the coming of The Son of Man on that first Christmas. 

The four traditional themes of Death, Heaven, hell and judgment help us 
to get our selves ready for the return of Christ in Glory at His second 
coming. 

And each enables us to look with hope, peace, love and joy to the future. 

This morning as we light the first of  the candles in our advent wreath, 
which ever theme we choose to focus on, the central message is the same 
“be vigilant” keep watch. 

Our first reading reminds us that but for God’s mercy we would be in a 
hopeless situation; despite the fact that we are fallen flawed human 
beings, we are God’s creation and made in his image. Our hope lies in the 
fact that God loves us with an everlasting love and when the day of 
judgment comes (which we are told it will for we will  most assuredly be 
held to account), we  have the hope that we will be  assessed in the light 
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of God’s loving mercy. That does not mean that we can rest on our 
laurels, we are to be prepared and ready.  

The early Christians lived in daily expectation of the return of Christ 
some were so sure it would be immediate that they simply sat back and 
waited for it to happen. As we are aware it is now over 2000 years later 
and we are still waiting. 

Waiting is part of life, we wait for the bus, we wait for the train and at 
this present time we wait for the time when the pandemic will have 
passed and we can return to a semblance of normality, seeing friends and 
relatives, worshiping as a gathered community in church and singing 
God’s praised. We wait for authorisation of a safe vaccine and a time 
when we can travel freely. Part of that waiting is mingled with hope and 
expectation. An element of why living through this pandemic has been so 
difficult is because we haven’t been able to see the end of it, with the 
result that for many, hope has been a bit of a scarce commodity.  

Often when we go through tough times, we talk about seeing a chink of 
light at the end of the tunnel. It is a very dark and difficult place indeed if 
we can perceive NO signs of hope in a situation.   

In the present situation in which we find ourselves, we wait in  hope for 
the coming of something at some point in the future but we don’t know 
exactly when that will be.  

During Advent we are also focused on waiting; waiting for the Second 
Coming of Jesus because the Second Coming of Jesus will bring all God’s 
plans for the world to completion. 

The words in our Gospel reading bid us “Be on your guard, stay awake, 
because you never know when the time will come.” (Mark 13:33) 

The church’s year is marked by the changing liturgical colours so while   
society is decorating in Christmas colours of green and red, we have 
moved to  penitential  purple  the colour of solemn reflection, for the 
church acknowledges that when this moment comes it will not only be a 
time of rejoicing but will be accomplished amidst great pain. That is made 
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abundantly clear in today’s Gospel.  If that is a bit scary we need to look 
beyond this passage  to the other two readings set for today, because they 
each have something to contribute to our understanding of the last times 
and  build up for us a picture.  In the first reading  the Jews expressed 
hope in God even when they were going through a difficult time;  in the 
epistle set for today Paul reminds his  readers of the many gifts they have 
received from God which will support them until the Second Coming of 
the Son of Man. 

“you will not be without any of the gifts of the Spirit while you are 
waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.” (1 Cor 1:7) 

Fr Tommy Lane said this: - “Wait for God in patient hope. God has not 
abandoned us, God is with us though sometimes our lack of faith prevents 
us from seeing him. Remember Jesus in the womb of Mary for nine 
months; Mary could not see Jesus but she knew that the Word had been 
made flesh and she was waiting in hope for his birth. Wait in patient hope 
for God to fulfill his plans in his own way in his own time”  

Perhaps each of us could use this time of Advent to consider what we 
need to do as we watch and wait for Christ’s Second Coming so that we 
may be prepared and ready.   

We may look to the future, but we live in the present and it is in the 
present that we must prepare because the present moment is the only 
moment in which we can do anything.  

As Advent begins, our task is to be alert to the Holy Spirit at work within 
us, and pray that each day as we continue our pilgrimage on this earth He 
will inspire us to a deeper penitence and a greater love.  

  “Sovereign God…In the darkness of the age that is passing away, may 
the glory of your kingdom, which the saints enjoy, surround our steps as 
we journey on. May we reflect the light of your glory this day and so be 
made ready to come into your presence.”   

 
 


