
The eternal purpose of God

A sermon by Rev John Castle given on 30th October 2016 at St Michael’s Church, Sandhurst 

Readings: Ephesians 1:11-23; Luke 6:20-31 Lectionary Year C (All Saints)

Introduction: Making sense of it all 

“It was meant to be”

“We were made for each other”

“What have I done to deserve this?”

“She was destined for great things”

“Why do bad things happen to good people?”

“What will be will be”.

Ever heard, said, or thought any of these phrases?

Here are a few quotes from a variety of writers:

“There's nowhere you can be that isn't where you're meant to be...” (John Lennon)

“What's meant to be will always find a way” (Trisha Yearwood, American Country music singer)

“Some things are destined to be -- it just takes us a couple of tries

to get there.” (J.R.Ward, American novelist1) 

“Love is our true destiny. We do not find the meaning of life by ourselves alone - we find it with 

another.” (Thomas Merton, spiritual writer 2)  

Why am I waxing so philosophical?  Well, I suppose most of the time most people just get on with 

the process of living.  But there's something in all of us as human beings that makes us want to 

find a meaning in life. We want to know that our lives have some significance in the grand scheme

of things.  We want to make sense of the things that happen to us and those we love, especially 

those things that seem to be out of our control, whether good (like falling in love) or bad (like 

getting a life-threatening illness).   Perhaps at times we also would like to find out what part we 

could, or should, be playing in the unfolding of the universe.

The meaning of life 

At times all of this seems a bit of a mystery, and people try to make sense of it in different ways.  

Some people turn to scientific determinism – everything happens through cause and effect: you 

may think you have a free choice in whether you drink beer or wine, but actually it's all 

determined by a combination of your genes and your environment.

Some people believe in fate – an impersonal but somehow supernatural force that just makes 

things happen. Who you fall in love with, whether your marriage works out, when and how you 

die, it's all in the lap of the gods, or in the stars.  Or perhaps it's the law of karma.

And some of us believe in God, the Creator of the universe, all-seeing, all-knowing, all-powerful:  

he must have a hand in what goes on, and surely it's his job to dish out good fortune and “bad 

stuff” fairly.  Bad stuff for the bad guys, good stuff for me, my family and friends and for anyone 
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who's generally good.  And if the bad guys get their comeuppance, that would be pretty OK too. 

That's the way I'd like the universe to be run.  

Well, if you think it's that simple to run the universe, you should watch the film Bruce Almighty, 

where God, played by Morgan Freeman, gives a guy called Bruce a chance to do just that – with 

chaotic results. If you forget everything else from this sermon, remember to get hold of that film.

How God sees it

Today is All Saints Sunday, and our readings give a hint at how God actually does run the universe,

in our reading from Ephesians, and what values he runs it by, demonstrated in St Luke's version of

the Beatitudes. In the Beatitudes Jesus acknowledges that life is tough for those who are poor, 

hungry and sorrowful, but God will make it up to them one day. And he also acknowledges the 

unfairness of others being rich, satisfied with good things and carefree, and warns that that will 

come to an end too.  

Our attitude, Jesus implies, is not to sit around passively moaning about what's wrong in the 

world, but to be agents for change, and instruments of love.  Love your enemies, pray for those 

who abuse you. Give to those who ask for help. Do to others as you would have them do to you.

That is what being a saint is about. A saint is someone who is willing to work with God to bring 

about God's purposes for the world.  You don't have to be perfect to be a saint. You just have to 

respond to the call. We are all “work in progress”, but each of us can make a difference for good 

in the world.  If truth be told, a much bigger difference than we might think.

The bigger plan

That's looking at the issue from what I could call the micro perspective – what we should actually 

do in our day-to-day lives to bring about God's purposes for the world. Now let's zoom out to the 

bigger picture, which Paul writes about in the opening chapter of his letter to the Ephesians. In 

the first few verses of the chapter, which we didn't hear this morning, Paul speaks of God's plan 

for the world which he put together before the foundation of the world.  To sum up his argument,

Paul is saying that the purpose of God is to restore unity and harmony to the universe, and the 

means by which he has chosen to do it is through Christ, his incarnate Son, through his atoning 

death on the cross, through his glorious resurrection and through his final coming when our 

redemption will be complete.

But the amazing thing is that each of us has a part in this plan. So in verse 11 he says that God has 

given us an inheritance in his Kingdom, and has given us right now the seal of his Spirit as a pledge

or guarantee of what is to come – that is to those of us who have heard the gospel and believed 

in Christ (vv13-14)  Paul's prayer for his readers in verses 17 onwards is that God will open our 

spiritual eyes to recognise that we are called to be his for ever, with a glorious inheritance 

awaiting us and with God's unlimited power available to help us live out our faith in this world 

(18-20).

So when you feel God's Spirit moving in your heart and mind, when you sense that God is 

speaking to you, whether in your prayers, through a sermon, through listening to the choir sing, 

through the events of your day, turn to him and say, “Lord, show me more of yourself. Help me to

know you more. Thank you for choosing to weave my life into your great purposes for your world.

Help me to see how I can bring hope, love and meaning to the people I meet, those who are going

through a hard time, those who have lost their way in life, those who just need to know that you 

love them.”

Mission-Shaped Church

Over the past few weeks our theme has been “Mission-Shaped Church”. Perhaps the most 

important aspect of becoming a mission-shaped church is about a change in our attitude as 

individuals, and in the culture of our church. It's about no longer being self-centred about our 



faith, as though the only thing that mattered was us getting our needs met, and having a church 

that is shaped to our wishes. Rather, it's about seeing how we, as individuals and together, can be

part of God's mission to his world. How many of the 22,000 people living in Sandhurst actually 

know that God loves them and that Jesus died for them? And what about the people you know 

through work, through your social contacts and friendships? How many of them have heard Jesus'

call to be his disciples and responded?  Whose job is it to reach out to them?  A few church 

leaders, or all of us?  And when we think about the way we run our church services, and how we 

welcome visitors and those on the fringes of our church communities, are we willing to be 

creative, to try new things, to step outside our comfort zones? 

Mission and me

All of this may seem way too difficult, too scary, too uncomfortable. That's why we need to spend 

some time reflecting on what God has done for us in calling us to be inheritors of his Kingdom, in 

giving his only Son to die for our sins.  Let us use our worship today, and especially our celebration

of this Holy Communion, to draw near to God, to bring before him our hopes, our uncertainties 

and fears, and to ask him to fill us afresh with his Holy Spirit so that we may begin to see more 

clearly the part he wants us, and this church, to play in bringing the world back to himself.


