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PROPHETS QUIZ 
Can you match these Old Testament prophets with the descriptions below? 

Isaiah,  Elijah,  Micah,  Deborah,  Jeremiah,  Nathan, Samuel,  Daniel, Balaam, Jonah 

Bible references for the answers are at the end of this document. 

1 He was swallowed by a big fish after running away from God.  

2 Prophesied that there would be no rain for 3 years.  

3 Prophesied the coming of the “Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”. 

 

4 This prophet summoned Barak to defeat the army of Sisera.  

5 Was saved from a sword-wielding angel by a talking donkey.  

6 Challenged King David over his adultery with Bathsheba.  

7 Said that God requires us to “act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with 
your God”. 

 

8 God spoke to him while watching a potter at work.  

9 Interpreted the writing that appeared on the wall of King Belshazzar’s 
palace. 

 

10 Dedicated to the Lord by his mother before he was born.  

 

Why the Prophets? 

Today we are on part 2 of our 4-part series looking at people who helped to prepare the way for 
the coming of Jesus, all represented by the 4 candles in our Advent ring. Last week we thought 
about the patriarchs, especially Abraham, whose calling and faith laid the foundation for God’s 
plan of salvation for the world. Today we are thinking about the Old Testament prophets;  next 
week it will be John the Baptist and the following week Mary, the mother of Jesus. 

So who were the Old Testament prophets, and what can we learn from them for our lives and our 
world today? 

The role of the prophet in the Old Testament 

Who would you consult about investing a large sum of money – a financial adviser or an 
astrologer? If you wanted advice about a personal relationship, would you search the agony 
columns of a magazine? Or perhaps talk to a priest? 

We all need advice about important decisions in our lives. And politicians need advice about their 
policies and how to implement them.  They ask civil servants, economists and expert advisers, and 
it has always been thus.  But in the ancient world, people were very conscious of the importance 
of the divine in the way the affairs of the world were ordered.  Everything, they believed, was 



influenced by supernatural forces, so if you could find out what the gods were planning, or even 
persuade the gods to make things work to your advantage, you were onto a winner. 

So there was plenty of work for diviners, soothsayers, astrologers and prophets.  The story of the 
talking donkey is part of a longer narrative where the king of Moab hires a foreign prophet to 
come and curse the people of Israel, but the prophet listens to the Lord and instead blesses the 
Israelites.  You may also remember the story of how Saul came to be anointed king by the prophet 
Samuel1. When Saul’s father Kish lost some donkeys, Saul went off to find them. After some 
searching, his servant suggests that they go and visit the seer (i.e. the prophet) to ask for his help.  
Sure enough, the prophet Samuel tells Saul that the donkeys have been found. But more 
importantly, Samuel is expecting Saul, because God has already told him that he was sending him 
the person to anoint as king.   

There are a number of instances in the Old Testament of people asking prophets to tell them what 
the future holds.  One example is King Ahab who summons 400 prophets to tell him whether his 
planned battle against the Aramaean-held city of Ramoth-gilead will be successful or not2. The 
prophets all say, “Go up, for the Lord will give it into the hand of the King”.  When Ahab’s ally King 
Jehoshaphat asks if there is any other prophet of the Lord, Ahab replies, “There is still one other 
by whom we may inquire of the Lord, Micaiah son of Imlah; but I hate him, for he never 
prophesies anything favourable about me, but only disaster”.3 

This is a classic example of a politician surrounding himself with advisers who tell him what he 
wants to hear. When Micaiah tells him that the Israelites will be routed, Ahab responds by putting 
him in prison on rations of bread and water until he returns safely from the battle. Unfortunately 
for the king, Micaiah’s prophecy is spot on, and Ahab gets his comeuppance.  I only hope his 
successor remembered to let Micaiah out of jail!   

Poor old Jeremiah faced the same kind of treatment when he was warning the kings of Judah 
about the danger from the Babylonians. There were prophets who were only too happy to tell the 
kings that all would be well and God would protect Jerusalem from King Nebuchadnezzar.  But 
God told Jeremiah to warn the people that unless they turned away from all their sinful practices 
the Babylonians would come and destroy everything and take them into exile.  Jeremiah was 
insulted, accused of treachery, beaten and locked up.   

John the Baptist and Jesus 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus speaks of John the Baptist as a prophet in the tradition of the Old 
Testament. John the Baptist proclaimed the message of repentance which God gave him, and he 
was not afraid to criticise those in authority. Like the prophet who challenged King David over his 
adultery, John challenged King Herod about his, a message which ultimately led to John’s death. 
We will think more about him next week, but in the meantime we might like to reflect on Jesus’ 
comments about the way the people of his own time responded to John and to himself: 

16 ‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market-places 
and calling to one another, 
17 “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
    we wailed, and you did not mourn.” 
18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”; 19 the Son of 
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of 
tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’4 

                                                           
1 1 Samuel 9:1-21 
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3 1 Kings 22:8 
4 Matthew 11:16-19 NRSV 



The purpose of prophecy 

There are 2 classic mistakes that we have seen in these stories. One is to think that you can 
manipulate God into making things work out the way you want them to, and the other is pay 
attention only to prophecies that tell you what you want to hear.   In both cases you are missing 
the most important point:  God is the ruler of the universe, and the right attitude is not to try to 
make him fit in with your plans, but to listen to what he wants and fit your life around his will. 

The role of the true prophets of the Lord in the Old Testament was to tell God’s people what God 
wanted them to hear.  Often the message was a warning:  God was not pleased with people 
turning away from him to worship other gods; he was equally displeased with the injustice and 
oppression of the vulnerable in society that resulted from people ignoring the laws that God had 
laid down for the good ordering of society.   The Chosen People could not rely on God to bring 
them prosperity or protect them from their enemies all around, if they were blatantly disobeying 
his instructions.  When the warnings were ignored, the messages through the prophets turned 
into predictions of disaster, and sure enough, these predictions came true.   

But the prophets also had messages of hope.  When King Hezekiah is threatened by the Assyrians, 
he asks Isaiah to pray for protection, and Isaiah is given messages of reassurance for the king. God 
intervenes and saves Jerusalem from the Assyrians5. 

Even after the disaster of the Exile, there are prophecies about restoration and a new start, many 
of which can be found in the last 27 chapters of Isaiah. We heard one today, from Isaiah 61.  These 
are some of the most beautiful passages in the Bible, and have spoken a message of hope to many 
people ever since.  

The purpose of prophecy in the Old Testament was to reveal God’s will – his will for how his 
people should live, and his purposes for the world. Within the broad sweep of prophecy there is 
one strand in particular that points the way to Jesus, the promised Messiah who would reveal 
God’s nature to the world and make a way for the world to be saved from its journey to self-
destruction.  The New Testament writers picked up some of the clues as they reflected on the life 
and teachings of Jesus. And we see Jesus himself making a connection between these ancient 
prophecies and his own calling, particularly in the way he spoke about today’s passage from Isaiah 
when he read it in the synagogue in Nazareth.6 

Prophecy today 

Do we still need prophecy today?  Human nature has not changed, and the tendency for people to 
exploit others is as strong as ever – human trafficking, slavery, people working in appalling 
conditions in clothing factories or cocoa plantations, sexual exploitation of children. While a small 
minority perpetrate such crimes against other human beings, the silent majority pass by on the 
other side, or complacently benefit from the exploitation of others by enjoying low prices for 
goods. Alongside this we turn a blind eye to the destruction to our planet caused by plastic 
pollution in the seas, the cutting down of forests to grow palm oil (which is used in so many 
products on our supermarket shelves) and the destruction of natural habitats.  The voices that 
speak out about these injustices are not only those of religious folk, and we should not think that 
God can speak only through those who consciously profess a religious faith.   

At the same time, a more subtle devastation of human well-being is going on in our secular 
culture, but hardly anyone in the church seems willing to challenge it.  I am referring to the 
sacrifice of moral absolutes in favour of liberalism and individualism.  The new liberal philosophy 
of our culture teaches that people will be happiest if you let them do whatever they want, 
provided it doesn’t harm anyone else. One of the big problems with this is that the harm done to 

                                                           
5 Isaiah 37 
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the individuals concerned is not always obvious in the short term; persistent immoral behaviour 
over a long period of time has a cumulative effect on those who practise it and on the wider 
society. 

Our society’s approach to personal and sexual relationships has evolved gradually over the past 50 
years since the sexual revolution of the 1960’s. When I was growing up, marriage between one 
man and one woman was considered to be the proper context to have sexual relations and bring 
up a family, even though not everyone followed this norm in practice.  Today it is simply one 
lifestyle choice among many. Anyone who claims that marriage is the best way, or even the “right” 
way for sexual relations and family life is described as narrow-minded or even bigoted.  The only 
accepted rule for sexual behaviour now is that it must be between consenting adults, which 
includes children of 16 years old.  Pornography is no longer considered immoral and corrupting – 
we can’t be seen to be prudish or limiting freedom of expression. The important thing is that 
everybody is free to choose how they live their lives.   

Why do these things matter?  As Christians, we should say that they matter first of all because God 
has shown us how to live, and as followers of Jesus we want to live in the way he taught us, and 
teach that to our children. 

But as Jesus said, a good tree bears good fruit and a bad tree bears bad fruit7. These things matter 
because the Bible shows us that abandoning God’s ways always leads to disaster. Our society is 
falling apart morally.  More and more children are growing up in broken families. Cases of sexual 
abuse, not only of children but by children, are increasing.  There is a growing mental health crisis, 
especially among children and young people. Children certainly need better education about sex 
and relationships, but I am doubtful whether the messages they are likely to get will give them 
much protection against abuse or help them to find fulfilment.  

Do you remember Mary Whitehouse? In the 1960’s and 1970’s she was treated either as the 
enemy of liberal values or as a figure of fun.  But I believe she was a prophet of her day, who saw 
the way sexual permissiveness in the media would undermine the moral beliefs and standards of 
society.  While she may not have been right about everything, I think overall her analysis has been 
vindicated. 

Conclusion 

Who are the prophets who will speak out for Christian beliefs and values today?   We may look to 
church leaders to do this for us. But I believe that we all have a responsibility to open our eyes to 
what is going on in the world around us.  We need to speak out in favour of what is good, and not 
be ashamed to disagree with what we believe to be against God’s good purposes for the world.   
Our approach should be humble, as we recognise we are as prone to sin as anyone else, but also 
passionate, because we have confidence that what God has revealed in the Bible and in the 
person of Jesus Christ is for the good of human beings and the whole created order.  

On the Day of Pentecost, Peter referred to the prophecy of Joel: 

In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

    and your old men shall dream dreams.8 

The gift of prophecy could potentially come to any of us.  The role of the prophet is to listen to 
God and then to speak his message.  We need to have our eyes open to what is happening in our 
world, our minds open to understand the world the way God sees it, and our ears open to hear 
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what God is saying to us and to our world.  We also need to pray for the obedience to live out our 
faith in our daily lives and the courage to stand up for the truth, however unpopular it might be. 

Above all, the prophetic role of all Christians is to point people to the one whose coming was the 
fulfilment of the purposes of God revealed to the Old Testament prophets, the one who brings 
reconciliation with God, healing and transformation of a broken world, Jesus the Messiah, the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 

 

 

 

Bonus feature! 

In addition to checking your answers to the quiz at the beginning of this document, you might like 
to look up the passages and familiarise yourself with some fantastic stories about some of the OT 
prophets and their prophecies. 

 

 Answers 

1 Jonah 1:17 

2 1 Kings 17:1 

3 Isaiah 9:6 

4 Judges 4:1-10 

5 Numbers 22:15-35 

6 2 Samuel 12:1-14 

7 Micah 6:8 

8 Jeremiah 18:1-11 

9 Daniel 5 

10 1 Samuel 1:9-11 

 

 


