
Transfiguration   sermon Matt 17: 1-9  26th February 2017 

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my Heart be acceptable in 

Your sight my Lord and my Redeemer.  Amen

For this sermon I want to look at the people who were with Jesus at His 

Transfiguration and to see what we can learn from this event.

To put the Transfiguration into context we look at the preceding chapter, Matt 16. 

Jesus askes His disciples “who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You 

are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  Jesus tells Peter he is blessed because 

this had been revealed to him, by His Father who is in heaven.  Jesus tells Peter 

that he is the rock upon which He will build His church.

Jesus then tells his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things 

and be killed. And on the third day be raised. Peter with a lack of understanding 

tells Jesus “This shall never happen to you, Lord.” Peter is determined to protect 

Christ.  Jesus corrects Peter and tells him his mind is set on the things of man and 

not the things of God.    After this, they travelled for 6 days then Jesus took Peter, 

James and John up the mountain with Him.

As they reach the mountain top Jesus was transfigured before them. His face 

shone like the sun and His clothes became white as light.  He was changed from 

the appearance of an ordinary person into an incredibly more spiritual person, 

with the glory of God shining from within him. And standing there with Him were 

Moses and Elijah.

The disciples would have known from learning the scriptures in their youth and 

the readings in the synagogues, that this had happened to Moses the second time

he was on the mountain with God for 40days and nights. But this glory, the glory 

of the Transfiguration, was different as it emanated from Jesus himself.   And 

there with Him were Moses and Elijah talking with Jesus! Peter must have been 

beside himself seeing this vision. He seems passionate about wanting to build 

booths for Jesus, Moses and Elijah but Gods voice, from the cloud, overrides his. 

For a second time (the first being at Jesus Baptism), God says “This is my beloved 

Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him” Gods words stun the disciples 

but bring their focus back onto Jesus alone. This transfiguration was all about 

Jesus.
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Firstly, let’s look at Moses & Elijah

Moses and Elijah believed in the promised Messiah and obviously knew that Jesus

was He. The presence of Moses and Elijah is probably best interpreted as 

indicating that Jesus is the fulfilment of the Law, represented by Moses and the 

Prophets represented by Elijah.  For Jesus himself said in Matthew 5:17“Do not think 

that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 

them but to fulfil them”

There are 4 things that, for me, set Moses and Elijah apart from other prophets:

1. Moses was the Law Giver.  The one through whom God delivered his 

commandments and all His law.  He stood before God on behalf of the 

people Israel. Pleading for mercy when they had wantonly gone their own 

way whilst wanting them desperately to obey God and enter into the 

Promised Land.   Elijah, similarly, desperately tried to bring the people back 

from sin and worshiping idols, back to the ‘One true God’. Elijah put his life 

on the line, trying to force royalty and those in authority to acknowledge 

their sin and their false Gods. Trying to get them to repent and turn back to 

the ‘One true God’. Instead they tried to kill him.

2. God let them both see Him. Moses stood on a mountain in a cleft of rock 

whilst God passed by (Exodus 33:19-23).  Elijah too stood on a mountain 

with his face covered with his cloak (1Kings 19:11).  They saw God but he 

did not let them die

3. Neither Moses nor Elijah had people bury them.  The Lord told Moses to 

come up the mountain, see the promised land an die (Deuteronomy 34:5-6) So 

Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab according to 

the word of the Lord and He buried him in the valley in the land of Maob, 

opposite Beth Peor; but no one knows his grave to this day.   The Lord made

it known, to Elijah and many other prophets that He was going to take 

Elijah to heaven that day.  Elisha, who was Elijah’s servant, was determined 

to say with Elijah until God took him. 2 Kings 2:11 And as they went on and 

talked behold chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. 

And Elijah went up by a whirlwind to heaven.

4. Moses parted the Red Sea by stretching out his hand over it(Exodus 14:21). 

Elijah parted the Jordan by striking it with his mantle (2Kings 2:8).
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These men, as with all the writers in the Bible had a personal relationship with 

God.

Now we look at Peter, James & John

• James. We don’t know a lot about him apart from the main facts of being 

John’s brother, a fisherman, and that he was beheaded.

• John. John wrote the Gospel of John, 3 epistles and the Amazing Book of 

Revelation, whilst he was exiled on the island of Patmos. He was known as 

the disciple whom Jesus loved. He stood at the Cross with Jesus’ mother 

Mary and took her to live with him after Jesus’ crucifixion. He is the only 

disciple to die of natural causes.

• Peter. We know or can surmise quite a bit about Peter; he seems to have 

been a passionate, impetuous, emotional and impulsive man.  Beneath 

Peter’s sometimes rash and changeable character lay a sincere person who 

was genuinely devoted to Jesus.  He played a leading role at various times 

amongst the disciples. It was Peter who tried to walk on water to reach 

Jesus.  It was Peter who threw himself into the sea, to reach Jesus on the 

shore, after Jesus told them to cast their empty nets on the other side of 

the boat. But it was also Peter who cut off the High Priest’s servant’s ear 

when Jesus was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane.  As we heard at the

beginning of this sermon, it was Peter who answered Jesus’ question on 

who Jesus was, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” But it was 

also Peter who denied Jesus 3 times on that fateful night. And after His 

resurrection Jesus, the Risen Lord, vindicates Peters  denials by asking Peter

3 times if he loves Him. Peter is told to demonstrate his love for Jesus by 

loving God’s people and feeding them with his Word John 21: 15-17 “Feed My 

Lambs”, “Tend My sheep”, “Feed My sheep” Jesus tells him. Peter, as we 

know went on to become the Rock on which Christ, the Cornerstone, built 

His Church.
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What can we learn?

• The Transfiguration was a special event in which God allowed certain 

disciples to have a privileged spiritual experience that was meant to 

strengthen their faith for the challenges they wold later endure. But it was 

only temporary.  The disciples didn’t leave the mountain with their faces 

glowing like Moses’ did, when he met with God. Instead, Jesus was glowing 

in their hearts, in their inner being. And when the events in Jerusalem, on 

the night of the Passover, happened, culminating in the Crucifixion of Jesus 

on the Friday, they happened so swiftly and aggressively that it must have 

been  extremely confusing in the light of the Transfiguration.  The vision 

enabled them to endure it, even if they seemed unable to do so at the 

time. 

• In the same way, at certain times in people’s lives, God may give special 

experiences of His grace that help them to endure and strengthen their 

faith. Sometimes, I suppose in the light (excuse the pun) of the 

Transfiguration, they are referred to as ‘Mountain Top’ experiences.

• I have been privileged to have a number of these myself. They have 

happened at various times when, I believe, God felt I needed them and 

they truly strengthened me and my faith. They can occur in all sorts of 

places but for me, it has always happened through prayer.   Once, when my 

sister in law was dying of cancer, it happened whilst I was swimming on 

holiday and yes I was praying at the time. Another time at a ministry 

training day, just after my journey towards a vocation finished. And a 

couple of years ago at Christmas Eve Midnight Mass, during intercessions, 

when I was depressed. Having these experiences doesn’t miraculously heal 

what you’re going through, but they do sustain and strengthen you for the 

future.
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What can we do?

If we want to reflect the glory of Jesus, we need to have a relationship with Him. 

We need to spend a bit of time, most days, with Him, through prayer,  worship or 

Bible study.  We need to get to know Him more and more until we are in a 

relationship with Him. We don’t need to be perfect people, Peter shows us that.  

Jesus loved Peter for who he was, just as He loves us for who we are.  Because 

Peter had a relationship with Jesus, he grew from being a rash, impetuous 

denying disciple into a leader of the Church bringing Jesus’ glory into this poor 

broken, dying and decaying world in which we live. The relationship Peter and we 

have with Jesus is an eternal one.  

We need to ask Jesus, especially as we go through Lent and into Easter to enable 

us to have a better relationship with Him.  There are all sorts of things we can do 

that will encourage us to grow in a relationship with the Father and the Son.  The 

Holy Spirit who resides in us will develop our relationship and increase us in faith. 

Instead of giving up something for Lent, we could take up something instead.  This

could be attending a Lent course, getting individual Bible Reading Notes or 

attending a prayer meeting. You could Partner up with someone at church to have

a prayer session once a week or go on a retreat.  They even have ‘retreats’ on line 

nowadays.

The Transfiguration is all about Jesus but Jesus shared it with those He was in a 

close relationship with.  He had a spiritual relationship with Moses and Elijah, 

through the scriptures learned and memorised  in His youth and those read and 

meditated on in the synagogue.

Jesus had a close earthly relationship with Peter, James and John and was 

strengthening their faith for the challenges they would endure.  Whether they 

endured it well or badly was their choice but the vision of the Glory of Jesus, got 

them through it.
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We might not be destined for great things, like Peter and John but with Christs 

Light shining through us, we may lead another Peter, John or Paul to Jesus.

Make it your goal to be transfigured by Jesus this Easter.

Let us pray

Lord Jesus,

As we gaze on your kingly brightness

May our faces display your likeness.

May they be ever changing from glory to glory,

Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story.

Shine on us Lord Jesus, shine on us.

Amen
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