
What's the point of the Bible? By Rev John Castle

A sermon given on 17th July 2016 at St Michael’s Church, Sandhurst (at 8.00 am service)

Readings (set for Bible Sunday):  Romans 15:1-6;  Luke 4:16-24

Collect for Bible Sunday (CW version):
Blessed Lord,
who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning:
help us so to hear them,
to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them
that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word,
we may embrace and for ever hold fast the hope of everlasting life,
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Introduction

Today is Bible Sunday at St Michael's, and, as far as I know, nowhere else in the world!  Some 
years ago it was decided that it would be good to give a Bible to Year 2 Children before they went 
up to Junior School, and July seemed to be the appropriate time!

But we have celebrated Bible Sunday in the Church of England for centuries in one form or 
another. The collect for the second Sunday in Advent represents the traditional place for a focus 
on the Bible. In the new lectionary it's an optional theme for the last Sunday before All Saints, and
that is where today's readings come from.

So why do we need Bible Sunday?

And, for that matter, why do we need the Bible? After all, we learned everything we needed to 
know about Christianity when we were children. It's all about being nice to everybody. All the 
time. Quite impossible, but there it is.  All you need is love.  Same as all other religions.   Anyway, 
the Bible is full of mistakes – and horrible things like genocide, slavery and the mistreatment of 
women.  So why should we bother?  Let's just live our lives as we see fit, and hope we get to 
heaven at the end.

Forgive me if what I have just said is a bit of a parody.  But it does, perhaps, touch on a few raw 
nerves.  It does sound a bit like the attitude that says, “I can't be bothered with politics”.   And 
then, of course, it's the people who couldn't be bothered to take time to understand the real 
issues facing the country and didn't take an election (or a referendum) seriously who complain 
when they don't like the result.

You've probably detected that I think a different approach is necessary, both to politics and to the
Bible.  Both deal with the really important issues of our lives and our world.  And both deserve to 
be taken seriously, especially the Bible.  Politics are made by human beings.  So was the Bible – 
but unlike a lot of politics, the Bible was divinely inspired. If we believe there is a God, and that he
has a purpose for the world and for our individual lives, and if he took the trouble to inspire 
people to write the Bible, and if the Bible tells us about the life, death, resurrection and teachings 
of the Son of God, who is the Word of life himself, then it won't do for serious Christians to not 
bother with the Bible.

And if you do bother with the Bible, then you will have lots of questions. I think one problem that 
some people have is that they find some parts of the Bible difficult, and are afraid to get stuck in 
or ask questions in case they appear either to be ignorant or lacking in faith.  Believe me, I won't 
think any the less of someone who wants to discuss something difficult in the Bible.  There are 



things I find difficult in the Bible.  And although I have studied it academically for several years, 
there is a lot I still don't know.  

But you wouldn't give up on playing tennis just because you won't ever be as good as Andy 
Murray. You wouldn't give up on cooking just because you aren't as good as Mary Berry (or 
whoever your favourite chef is), or because you have had a few disasters in the kitchen.  And so 
you shouldn't give up on the Bible just because you will never become a Professor of Theology, or 
because you struggle with some parts of it. Believe me, it's a lot easier to read than the Qur'an! 
-or the works of most philosophers.

Jesus' use of the Bible

In our Gospel reading we see Jesus interacting with the scriptures as he visits the synagogue in 
Nazareth.  He opens the scroll of the prophet Isaiah and reads the passage from one of the 
Servant Songs.  Now it may be that Jesus particularly chose that passage to read out to the 
congregation who were gathered there that day in his home town.  Or it may be that this was the 
portion of the “Prophets” that was set for that day.  This is a bit more likely when you think of 
what form the scriptures took in Jesus' day.  Unlike today, where you can flick through your Bible 
and find a passage in a matter of seconds, in Jesus' day each book was in the form of a scroll, and 
the scroll of Isaiah is the longest in the Old Testament.  I don't think Jesus unrolled a whole scroll 
in order to find the passage from Isaiah 61 (which is near the end).

But whatever happened, Jesus knew that through the passage he read that day God was speaking 
to him about the mission which God had called him to perform – to proclaim good news to the 
poor, to open people's eyes and set them free. He knew that this passage revealed God's heart for
those who were suffering or oppressed, and that God was calling him to put his purposes into 
operation. He also knew that the people who were listening needed to hear that message, even if 
they didn't like its implications and even if they rejected him as God's messenger.

Jesus clearly knew the scriptures well. You will remember that even before he began his ministry, 
when he was being tempted by Satan in the wilderness, he used scripture to fight back.  “Man 
shall not live by bread alone” Jesus told Satan when tempted to make bread out of stones, 
quoting from Deuteronomy. “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test”. “Worship the Lord 
your God and serve him only”. Jesus had not only learnt the Bible text but thought deeply about 
it, so that he was able to reveal its deeper meaning, as you can see when he teaches about Old 
Testament commandments in the Sermon on the Mount.

The Bible and us

St Paul wrote “All scripture is inspired by God, and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man (or woman) of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

If Jesus drew inspiration and guidance from the Bible, might it not be good for us too?  If we want 
to take our calling to be his disciples seriously, then perhaps we should follow his example and get
to know the scriptures which God has given us to equip us for every  good work. You can read the 
Bible on your own, preferably with the help of study notes which you can get in booklet form or 
by using online devotional material or subscribing to a daily e-mail. You can also study the Bible 
with others by joining a house group. You can attend lectures, which have been often been held 
here at St Michael's or at St John's Crowthorne or in other places. 

Or you can rely just on hearing the Bible read and explained in church. Personally, I think a 
combination of these produces the best results, enabling us to feel confident about using the 
Bible to help us make sense of the big issues around us in our world and in our lives, and to live as 
disciples of Jesus Christ.

The Bible is a gift from God, and we can read it and understand it because others have worked 
hard to translate it for us and to explain it to us.  Our task is, in the words of the collect, to “read, 



mark, learn and inwardly digest” it, so that our hearts and minds may be attuned to God's will and
our lives reflect his glory.

Resources for daily personal Bible Study:

Online:

www.wordlive.co.uk Produced by Scripture Union; gives a short Bible passage for each day with 
both a simple and a deeper explanation. You can subscribe to receive it by e-
mail every day or just read it on the website. Free of charge (you can donate).

w  ww.sacredspace.ie    Guided prayer with a Bible passage from the gospels for each day, with an 
explanation (click “Need inspiration?” for this)

http://www.rejesus.co.uk/
site/plain_page/daily_pray
er 

This is part of Rejesus.co.uk, a website which has lots of interesting things to 
read. The daily prayer includes a short bible passage with a very brief 
comment.

Printed resources:

Bible study notes for daily reading (in different series for adults and children) are published by 
several publishers. You can browse at a Christian bookshop such as Quench at Home Grange Craft 
village or the Triangle Christian Bookshop in Farnborough, or online:

Bible Reading Fellowship:  you can subscribe through Mike Blackman (who attends the 8.00 
service).  You can also subscribe online to receive these by e-mail, or as downloads for your Kindle
– go to http://www.biblereadingnotes.org.uk/email/.

Scripture Union – see http://www.scriptureunion.org.uk/Shop/Biblereadingguides/164493.id 

Good Book Company - www.thegoodbook.co.uk/daily-bible-reading/  

CWR – see http://www.cwr.org.uk/store/t-subs.aspx 
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