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In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen

Merry Christmas!

Our Gospel reading today is St. Luke’s account of the nativity, and the nativity story
is one that the majority of us have heard since we were children; and we may have
different reactions to it which may have changed over the years.

For some us, it may conjure up a warm feeling and happy memories, memories of
Christmas past, of nativity plays, of carols, of family time, a scene painted by artists,
used by advertisers, and there is nothing wrong with this response,

But for others, we may want to ask more questions and find out more about the
story, for example, how long did it take Mary and Joseph to travel from Nazareth to
Bethlehem? Did they travel alone or were they part of a group? What did they think
when the Shepherds turned up? What happened to the sheep when the shepherds
left them to visit Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus, were they safe or did some
shepherds stay behind to care for the flocks? Who did the shepherds tell about the
events!?

While for others, it may have us marvelling at how it fits in with God’s plan that had
been centuries in the making. And it is this aspect I’'m going to explore in the
sermon.

In the book of Isaiah we have three prophecies that we frequently hear at Christmas,

In chapter 7 we have the first prophecy “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a
sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His

name Immanuel” Emmanuel, a name that means “God with us”. We know from
earlier in Luke’s gospel that Mary was a virgin when the Angel Gabriel visited her
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and told her that she would be the mother of Jesus and the Angel Gabriel told Mary
to call her son Jesus not Emmanuel® and when we read St. Matthew’s account of the
nativity, where Joseph is also visited by an angel and we are told that the reason
Mary’s son is called Jesus is because he will save people from their sins* and that it
is fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy of a young woman having a son.

Then in Chapter 9 we have “The people who walked in darkness Have seen a
great light;” >and later in the same prophecy “For unto us a Child is born, Unto us
a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name
will be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace™

And in chapter 11, we have the prophecy about Jesus being a descendent of King
David, or rather King David’s father, Jesse when we hear “There shall come forth
a Rod from the stem of Jesse, And a Branch shall grow out of his roots. ?The
Spirit of the LorD shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of knowledge and of
the fear of the LORD.” The last few words are quoted by Jesus himself when he
speaks in the Synagogue in Nazareth as is told in the gospel of St Luke, chapter 4.
We know that Jesus is descended from Jesse when we read the genealogies of
Jesus which are listed in the first chapter of St. Matthew’s gospel and the third
chapter of St. Luke’s Gospel.

Scholars have estimated that these prophecies were made about seven centuries
before Jesus was born but it is not only the prophet Isaiah who predicts Jesus birth,
we also have a references from the prophet Micah who made his prophecies about
500 years before Jesus birth when he said

“‘But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of
Judah,

Yet out of you shall come forth to Me, The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose
goings forth are from of old, From everlasting.”” Bethlehem was a small town
about 6 miles from Jerusalem and about 90 miles away from Nazareth. Bethlehem
is an old town, and it is mentioned in antiquity as well as other bible stories, including
the story of Ruth who was the Great Grandmother of King David.

There are also other references throughout the Old Testament to the coming
Messiah; and we can see a pattern emerging, one that shows that Jesus birth was

3 Luke 1:26

4 Matthew 1:21

5 lsaiah 9:2a NKJV
6 |saiah 9:6 NKJV

7 Micah 5:2 NKJV



not just a one off event that happened two thousand years ago, instead it is part of
God’s long-term plan; a plan that started centuries before Jesus birth.

This plan did not just involve the Jews and Israel, but the Roman authorities also had
a part to play in God’s plan as it was due to them ordering the census (or as the
version we heard today called it “registration”)® that Mary and Joseph travelled from
Nazareth to Bethlehem.

But the birth of Jesus was not the beginning of the end, it was just one of the major

events in God’s plan, a plan that is still in action and will continue until some distant
point in the future, not known to us, but known to God, a time when Jesus will come
again this time not as a baby born in Bethlehem, but will “come again with glory to
judge both the quick and the dead whose Kingdom will have no end®”

In John’s Gospel we are told the reason that God sent Jesus into the world in the
memorable verse

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16

As we celebrate Jesus birth at Bethlehem this Christmas, let us also celebrate,
rejoice and reflect on God’s amazing plan that he has for his world; a plan that is
about love. Let us celebrate the love that God has for the world, and that includes
everyone in it, for you and for me, for our families and our friends, for everyone,
whoever and wherever they are. All for one simple reason which the poet Christina
Rossetti beautifully expressed it

Love came down at Christmas,
Love all lovely, love divine;
Love was born at Christmas,
Star and angels gave the sign.

Worship we the Godhead,
Love incarnate, love divine;
Worship we our Jesus:

But wherewith for sacred sign?

Love shall be our token,
Love shall be yours and love be mine,
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Love to God and to all men,
Love for plea and gift and sign.



