HOVERAID TRUST

Charity of the month

HoverAid are a Christian Humanitarian
charity working in Madagascar, backed
up by teams in the UK, Netherlands,
and supporters around the world. They
aim to bring aid to remote communities,
build trust with the people they meet
there, understand their needs, and tell
others about the problems that they face.

HoverAid began in 1969, when it was
discovered that hovercraft provide a
unique capability, easily travelling over
water, mud and swamps, and crucially
along waterways too shallow for ordinary
boats. HoverAid are the only organisation
able to access many remote communities,
where others can’t. They officially
became a charity in 1991, and since then,
have been dedicated to one clear goal:
reaching the unreachable.

“Recognising God’s image in each other,
and in community, HoverAid seek to
follow Jesus and afford everyone the
freedom, dignity and opportunity to
move from poverty to plenty.”

In Madagascar, geographic, financial, and
cultural barriers prevent around 66% of the
population from accessing necessary health
care. A significant portion of the population
lives more than 5km away from health
facilities. Infrastructure issues, such as the
lack of accessible roads in many regions
of the island, especially during the rainy
season, further impede access to healthcare.
My son, Edward, became involved with
HoverAid during his placement year at
Ricardo, an engineering consultancy. Every
Wednesday evening a group of Ricardo
engineers spend many an hour rebuilding
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the hovercraft improving its efficiency and
capability fuelled by cheese toasties, hot
chocolate and a passion for the end cause.

-
“Faith” undergoing her rebuild

The hovercraft (named “Faith”) that Edward
was working on during his placement was
shipped out to Madagascar earlier this year
and is now in active service. Meanwhile
Edward, having completed his degree,

has returned to Ricardo and resumed his
involvement with HoverAid as they begin
work on the next hovercraft.

“Faith” in Madagascar [
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How can you help? HoverAid are

a small charity with no statutory
funding. Your donations would help make
it possible to keep reaching the unreachable.
Visit www.hoveraid.org/donate for details.

Clare Hardy, Charity Champion
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