St Michael’s News September 2025

St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, Berkshire, GU47 8HN
The church building is only open at cerfain times, please visit our website:

PARISH OFFICE OPENING HOURS

a Tuesday or Thursday.

in advance to agree a suitable fime.

www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk for up-to-date information.

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 10:00am-1:30pm
For enquires about hall bookings, baptisms, weddings,
funerals, the best way to contact us is by phone on

If you wish to visit the office in person, please contact us
T: 01252 873030 / E: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk

For pastoral matters you can phone the Rector, Rev John Castle on:
T. 01252 872168 or email him at: rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
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Are you an angele

September is the month we celebrate
Angels, especially the festival of

St. Michael & All Angels at the end

of the month. According to research,

1 in 3 British people believe in Angels,

and you may have heard the phrases
“you are an angel” or “oh they are

so angelic” but what is an angel?

The bible often refers to Angels

in different roles, from the angels

who sang at the birth of Christ and
worshipping God in heaven as well as
having specific jobs but it is the Angels
role in worship that | want to consider.
While we may like to think that Angels
are not on earth, the fact is that when
we focus on God and worship Him,
we join in with the Angels. While
attending church services is a great
way to worship God with other
people, our lives make this not always

possible. However, we can worship
God on our own, either by spending
time alone with Him, catching one
of the live-streamed services or
singing your favourite hymn/worship
song; when we do we draw closer
to God and join in with the Angels
in worshipping him which often
encourages others fo join in as well.
Will you join in with the Angels

in worshiping God and become

like them (at least for a brief period
of time)?

Emma Hodge

OUR PURPOSE AS A CHURCH
Knowing God for ourselves.

Growing as individuals
and as a church.

Showing God's love in the world.

i

Please pray for Elowen & Merrin Mansfield O'Neil, who are being
baptised in the Family Service on 21 September.


http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
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ST MICHAEL'S CofE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Our charity for September

St Michael’s Church of England
Primary School is a thriving, welcoming
community where children rise to
challenges, embrace learning, and strive
to be the very best they can be. With
pupil numbers steadily increasing and

a new Headteacher leading us into the
future, the school is filled with energy,
ambition, and a shared commitment to
excellence. Visitors often comment on
the buzz of learning in our classrooms,
where every child is encouraged to reach
their full potential.

We are passionate about developing
resilient, ambitious learners who are
nurtured and supported throughout
their educational journey. Our vision
goes beyond academic success: we
aim to equip children with the skills,
confidence, and character they need
for the next stage of learning and for
life beyond the classroom. Guided by
our Christian values of: Community,
Courage, Compassion, and Creativity,
we create a culture of trust, support,
and high aspirations—enabling every
child to shine.

With one class per year group (30 in the
Infants and up to 32 in the Juniors),

St Michael’s offers a close-knit, nurturing
environment where every child is known,
valued, and celebrated. Our wonderful
outdoor spaces - including nearby woods,
a lake, and our school field - provide
rich opportunities for outdoor learning,
sport, and exploration, helping children
to build confidence and curiosity in the
natural world.

Our dedicated and caring staff inspire,
challenge, and support children to
achieve more than they thought possible.
We celebrate individual strengths and
talents while encouraging perseverance
through challenges. At St Michael’s, we do
not place limits on potential—we believe
every child is capable of great things, both
academically and personally.

Education at St Michael’s extends far
beyond the classroom. We offer a broad,
balanced, and creative curriculum,
complemented by a wide range of
extracurricular opportunities. Through
this, children discover and develop their
unique gifts while fostering a lifelong
love of learning. Our school is a place
where curiosity is sparked, ambition is
nurtured, and children feel safe, valued,
and excited to explore new possibilities.

It is a privilege to serve the community

of Sandhurst and beyond. Together with
families and the wider community, we
are committed to inspiring, challenging,
and supporting every child, ensuring they
receive the very best possible start in life.

Kate Lampitt, Ducklings Teacher
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WHAT'S HAPPENING?®?

heritage open days

Safurday 13 & Sunday 14 September
ARCHITECTURE, ANGELS AND ACTIVITIES

How well do you know our church building?
What will you discover this year?

Come and join us as we explore
both the architecture and the angels
of St Michael & All Angels church
with fun and engaging activities for all ages,
ranging from simply looking at items,
to tours and to creative activities.

Saturday 13 September 10am-5pm (Tour at 2pm)
Sunday 14 September 1-5pm (Tour at 2pm)

Straight after Family Service, the heritage team will
be available to answer questions and help you explore.

John Castle will be providing musical entertainment
in the Pastoral Centre from 3-4pm on Saturday 13th and
will be joined by his nephew Sam on Sunday 14th 3-4pm.

@, We also need some volunteers to help with refreshments
in the afternoons and for churchyard walking
(just walking around the churchyard and chatting to people)
Please sign up at the back of church.

Catherine Wilkins & Emma Hodge

www.heritageopendays.org.uk

737
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WHAT'S HAPPENING?2
Sandhurst %\W Praying together for Sandhurst

\\\ | Iz, 5@5 on Thursday 11 September 2025
" o If you can, please pause at this time and share in 5 minutes of
? prayer for our community. These are the first weeks of a new
T school year. Please pray for our local schools and places of

learning. In particular, let us pray for all who are in new places,
Churches Together  beginning new courses, or taking on new responsibilities.
Let us uphold: « pupils and students ¢ teachers o support staff « leaders

Father, May managers use resources efficiently.
We give thanks for places to learn May places of learning foster

and for those who guide and understanding and respect.

support learners of all ages and levels. Father, open eyes to see wonderful
May learners be encouraged things in your world and to nurture
to develop their talents. the gifts you have given.

May teachers be supportive and wise. Amen.

Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who gain
understanding for she is more profitable than silver and
yields better returns than gold. Proverbs 3: 13-14 (NIVUK)

@ Keeping the church open

No, this is not about having enough income to balance the books (that’s still a
challenge - hint, hint!).

This is about making sure that the building is accessible to everyone - members
of the public as well as church members - to visit, pray or light a candle during
daylight hours. Being able to come in to a holy place and spend a few moments
of quiet and/or prayer can be such a helpful thing to people, especially if they’re
going through a difficult time.

So we need people who would be willing to unlock or lock the church on a rota
basis, especially in the evening and at weekends. (Weekday mornings can be
covered mainly by the office staff and myself).

Please get in touch with the Parish Office to volunteer, then we’ll draw up a rota.
Many thanks!

Rev John Castle




WHAT'S HAPPENING?®?

You are invited to a

MEMORIAL SERVICE
Sunday 26" October, 6:30pm

at
ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH,
Lower Church Road, Sandhurst GU47 8HN

An opportunity to remember those who have died and light a candle
in their memory. The service will include hymns, music and readings,
and will last about an hour.

The service will also be livestreamed to our YouTube channel
@stmichaelandallangelssandh8930

www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 01252 873030

M Churchyard working party

There will be a churchyard working party on Saturday 27 September from
9:30 in the morning. Please contact the Parish Office if you are able to help.

M Volunteer Assistant Gardener(s) needed

I need someone, from about 15 years old upwards, who is able to clip the high
shrubs, water existing plants, and plant new ones as required — mostly for the
small garden in front of the church and tubs.

Timing and frequency can be flexible, but I am looking for help around twice
a month in winter and twice a week in summer (mainly watering using

the hose).

If you are able to help, please
contact me by email:

bettymwilson@hotmail.com
Betty Wilson



http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
mailto:bettymwilson@hotmail.com
http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk

—— SERMON SERIES: BUILDING BLOCKS FOR LIFE —
7 September — 28 September

We all want to be happy. But what makes for a happy life?

Society around us celebrates wealth, relationships, sex and celebrity. People use social
media to create a good image of themselves, to compare themselves with others or

to seek advice. As Christians, are we going to rely on the same sources for guidance?
Or does our faith provide a much more reliable basis for building our lives upon?

This Heritage Weekend, the theme includes architecture, which sparked the idea of
a sermon series on the architecture of a Christian life. We will be considering not
the basic doctrines of the faith as such, but some of the principles for living the life
God intends for us. They're big themes, and we won't attempt to cover them all in full,
but I hope the sermons will get you thinking about the connections between faith
and life in our world today.

Sunday Theme | Bible readings Explanation
7 Sept | Seek Psalm 15; What is fruthe Can “my truth” be
Truth Isaiah 59:8-16; different from "your truth”2 Why
extracts from the does fruth mattere What about
Gospel of John science and religione What does
it mean for Jesus to be “the way,
the truth and the life”2
14 Sept | Know Psalm 139:1-18,23- Questions of identity are very
Yourself | 24; topical, and much contested.
Philippians 3:2-16 How do I discover who I really am?
And what difference does our
identity in Christ make?
21 Sept | Value Psalm 122; Western society is increasingly
Jeremiah 29:1,4-11; | individualistic - “It's all about you,”
1 Peter 2:9-17 we're told. "Do what's right for
you". But the Bible tells us that we
belong to each other, and are
part of a bigger picture.
28 Sept | Have Genesis 15:1-6; Jesus said that those who build
Faith Matthew 7:21-29 their lives on his teaching are like
someone building a house on rock.
What would it mean to have faith in
God as the foundation of our lives?




WHAT'S HAPPENING?®?

® Defibrillator and CPR Basic Training

This 90 minute basic training is being provided by St John’s Ambulance on Sunday 21
September at 4:30pm. There are 24 places available. Please sign up on sheet at the back
of church.

George Castle

*A%; St Michael's Belles In Concert

St Michael's Belles will be celebrating their 35th anniversary with a concert on
Saturday 4 October at 7:30pm in the Pastoral Centre. They will be joined by the
Blossoming Bells and St Michael’s Church Choir. Do come along and have some
celebration cake and a glass of fizz!

There will be a retiring collection in aid of the church's on-going restoration works.

Jennie Hulbert

The Gift of Christmas; A Christmas Tree festival
Tombola Items and Raffle Prizes wanted
We would welcome donations of items suitable for either the tombola or raffle.

If you have anything, please put in the box at the back of church or give to Karen Allen,
Catherine Wilkins or Emma Hodge. See also page 9 for details of the festival.

—  YOUR CHURCH NEEDS £3)
Sy X
We always need volunteers! 4

There are plenty of opportunities to volunteer at St Michael’s. Please do speak
the Parish Office or Rev John Castle if you'd like to know more.

We wneed you! —

M&S

Every time you shop
online you can raise . -
FREE donations for us!

*Youshop  * 4,400+ Retailers Donate * For Free



Q3 A step back in time?¢

WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING?®?

The getting our church clock ticking again took a backward step when the specialist’s
inspection found more work is needed, well above our budgeted £11,000.

Regardless of the grant. we need to raise more money from those who care

The PCC will consider it on Wednesday 10 September.

We could stop the work now and leave it safe but not working;
fixing it in the future would certainly cost a lot more.

We could just make the face beautiful again, leaving the clock
inactive, cost - £9,500. Full repair of the clock and face would
be £15,400 with auto wind, or £14,400 with manual wind.

A grant application has been submitted, but the
outcome is uncertain.

for the iconic, historic building, so important to the Sandhurst community. J#&

To find out more or comment, please contact me through the church office.
Even better please make a donation or suggest an organisation who might.

John Martin

@ Pastoral Centre Refurbishment

Next time you are at the Pastoral Centre,
have a look at the newly painted lounge,
lobby and counselling rooms. The team
worked hard over the summer to update
those areas and should be proud of what
they achieved.

Thanks to Liz and Dave, Sarah and
Brandon, Simon, Derek, Rupert, Ann
and Chris, Jeanette, John Campbell,

and particularly Karen. An amazing
achievement by an enthusiastic team, but
none of it would have happened without
the leadership and project management
skills of Sue.

f

Find us on Facebook

www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst

Thank you Sue for keeping everyone on
task and seeing this project through.

There are a few finishing jobs to do
(noticeboards and shelving) and we have
made an arrangement with a local artist
to have a changing display of pictures
(these should arrive shortly). We may
well showcase other artists at a later date.

We would like to keep the area clutter
free and ask people not to leave things in
the lobby area, unless it is clearly labelled
with for whom it is intended. Direct
delivery to that person is preferable!

9

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the
website, please email David Hunt at: david.hunt@bcs.org.uk
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WHAT'S HAPPENING?®?

The GiJt of Christmas;
A Chrlstmas 'l'ree festlval

Saturday 29 November
Festival: 10:00am-5:00pm
Fair: 10:00am-4:30pm

Sunday 30 November
Festival: 11:00am-5:00pm
Fair: 11:00am-4:30pm

There will also be a children's trail during the festival

The Festival is raising money for the Spire Fund
The Fair is raising money for General Funds
Any questions please speak to Emma Hodge,
Catherine Wilkins or Karen Allen




WHAT'S HAPPENING?®?

¥ Hymns and Songs
If anyone has a request or two for a favourite hymn or a new song that they'd like to be

included please send me a message! karen32phillips@gmail.com and I'll try to include

your fave rave... bearing in mind the season and the Sunday:

1st Sunday = Traditional; 2nd Sunday = Informal; 3rd Sunday = Reflective;

4th Sunday = Church Together; 5th Sunday = Traditional (or pick n mix...)

All offers gratefully considered and I can try to match them with the theme of the day and
the readings.

Karen Phillips, Choir Director

< IR RN-

\‘/
PARISH slHEME

This Parish is registered with the Parish Giving Scheme which allows
you to give to this Parish securely and safely online. This QR code will

take you to the Parish Giving Scheme website:
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/sandhurst-st-michael-berkshire

All things come from you, and of your own have we given you (1 Chronicles 29 v14)
At St Michael's, we give thanks to God for all his gifts so freely given.

Members of St Michael's are encouraged to give generously and regularly in the context
of KNOWING God for ourselves. GROWING as individuals and as a church and SHOWING
God'’s love in the world.

Every gift given to St Michael’s will be used to further the work of the church:

e in our community, including our Family Worker and Youth Worker;

e in the church nationally through our ‘parish share’;

e and more widely as 10% of each gift goes to support our nominated charities every year.

Regular gifts through Parish Giving Scheme help us plan confidently for the future.
They can even be index-linked to the cost of living if you wish.

Thank you for giving through the Parish Giving Scheme.

St Michael and All Angels Church, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, Berkshire GU47 8HN
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——— GROUPS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE ——

\o@by & fod.jaf/eh Baby and Toddler Time is a friendly group for babies,
TIME " toddlers and their parents/carers. It is held in the Pastoral Centre on

%\ Q@; vﬁ% the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month during school term time,
7 Al \ from 9:00am to 11:00am.

For the first hour and a half we have lots of toys for children to play with, breakfast (toast,
cake, fruit and drinks children and adults) and a craft activity. Breastfeeding support is also
available (please ask at the welcome desk). In the last half-hour we have a Bible story and lots
of singing of nursery rhymes etc. Booking is not necessary. For more information, please

contact Sarah Bishop familyworker@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk.

Activities during the 9:30am Parish Communion service
(Sunday mornings except on the 4th Sunday of the month)

For the majority of the service we help children and young people to explore the Christian
faith through age-appropriate learning, including games, and prayer. This takes place in the
Pastoral Centre and continues during school holidays. Just ask one of the welcome team to
point you to in the right direction.

Church Together, 10:30am in the Pastoral Centre

(4th Sundays only)

This is an all-age service, designed for adults and children to worship and explore the
Bible together. Instead of a sermon we have a choice of activities to suit all learning styles.
Refreshments (including cake) are served from 10:00am in the Seeby Hall.

The Family Service isheld on the first and third Sunday, including during
school holidays. It begins with refreshments at the back of church from 11.00, with
the service starting at 11:15am, including action songs, participation by children
and an interactive talk. Its informal, user-friendly style is ideal for families
with school-age or pre-school children, but people of all ages are welcome! .4

ﬁ Bible Bites at St Michael’s School is for children in Years 5 & 6,

on Monday lunchtimes in school, under the leadership of Sarah Bishop. Please
contact her for more information at: familyworker@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk.

Other groups for children and young people to prepare for First Communion or
Confirmation are run from time to time, as well as occasional socials for young people or

families. More info from Sarah Bishop familyworker@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk.

&% Contact us

Do you have something else you’d like to appear in the newsletter? Please send
emails to: newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk.

PLEASE NOTE: The deadline for entries in the October edition is Friday

26 September. If you would like a colour version via email, please contact:
David Hunt at: david.hunt@bcs.org.uk.



mailto:familyworker@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
mailto:familyworker@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
mailto:familyworker@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
mailto:david.hunt@bcs.org.uk

SEPTEMBER CHURCH SERVICES
Charity: St Michael's CofE Primary School

Sunday 7 September — 12th after Trinity
Theme: Seek truth
Readings: Isaiah 59:8-16 (p746);
Extracts from John
(p1063-1091);
8:00am Holy Communion
9:30am Parish Communion
(Traditional) gma
11:15am Family Service
Theme: Who am 1?
Reading: Psalm 139,
abridged (p628-629)
4:00pm Lighthouse Service
at St George’s, Owlsmoor
6:30pm Contemplative Evening Prayer
Theme: God our Redeemer

Sunday 21 September — 14th after Trinity

Theme: Value community
8:00am Holy Communion
Readings: Jeremiah 29:1,4-11 (p788-789);
1 Peter 2:9-17 (p1218)
9:30am Parish Communion
(Reflective) mmm
Reading: I Peter 2:9-17 (p1218)
11:15am Family Service and Baptism
of Elowen and
Merrin Mansfield O'Neil
Theme: The Christian
community
Reading: I Peter 2:4-10 (p1218)

Sunday 28 September — 15th after Trinity

Sunday 14 September- 13th after Trinity
Theme: Know yourself
Readings: Psalm 139:1-18, 23-24
(p628-629);
Philippians 3:2-16 (p1180)
8:00am Holy Communion
9:30am Parish Communion
(Informal) pem
6:30pm Ecumenical Service
at the Methodist Church

8:00am Holy Communion
Theme: Have faith
Readings: Genesis 15:1-6 (p15);
Matthew 7:21-29 (p972)
10:30am Church Together Service
Reading: Matthew 7:21-29 (p972)
6:30pm Choral Evensong
Theme: All Angels
Readings: Psalm 148 (p633),
Daniel 10:4-21 (p896)
Revelation 5 (p1237)

! Coffee

Coffee will be served in the Pastoral
Centre affer each 9:30am service,

before the Family Service in church

and before the 10:30am Church Together
Service in the Pastoral Centre.

Bacon and vegetarian sausage butties

will be served in the Pastoral Centre
before the Parish Communion Service
on Sunday 14 September.

M [ ive-streamed services
Services marked with the above

icon are being live-streamed on our
Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst,
and our YouTube channel:

St Michael and All Angels Sandhurst

P X Y\ B X
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