GETTING MARRIED AT ST MICHAEL’S, SANDHURST —

Notes for couples before the first meeting with the Rector

We are delighted that you have decided you would like to get married at St Michael’s. Full information
about getting married at St Michael’s is in our wedding booklet and will be explained at our first meeting.
But to get you started, here is the usual pattern of meetings to prepare for your wedding:

1) |Initial meeting with the Rector: | will talk through the procedures, practical and legal, that are
involved with getting married at St Michael’s, explain the fees and fill in an application form for you.

For legal reasons, we need to see proof of your identity and of your eligibility to get married at St Michael’s.
So please can you bring:

a. Proof of your address(es) — recent bank statements, utility bills (not mobile phone bills), Council Tax
statement or other evidence, preferably 2 different documents with your name(s) on

b. Your passports — if you don’t have a passport, please bring a photo driving licence

c. Ifyour eligibility to be married at St Michael’s is not residence in the parish, then other evidence of
eligibility (one of the following):

O

if you were baptised or confirmed here, your baptism or confirmation certificate/card

evidence that you lived in the parish for a continuous period of at least 6 months, or that you

worshipped in this church regularly for at least 6 months

o evidence that one of your parents lived in the parish for a continuous period of at least 6 months,
or worshipped in this church for at least 6 months, during your lifetime

o if your parents or grandparents were married here, their marriage certificate (and evidence that

you are their child/grandchild)

(If neither of you is already eligible to be married at St Michael’s, you can become eligible by
attending worship here regularly (minimum once a month) over a period of not less than 6 months.
We have a sign-in book as proof that you have attended.)

d. Inaddition, to confirm the booking we need a deposit of £60, paid online to account name “Sandhurst
PCC”, A/C 01587536 sort code 30-90-09, Ref “Wedding [date of your wedding]”. Alternatively, you can
pay either in cash or cheque, or by credit or debit card.

2) Marriage Preparation Course: we expect all couples getting married here to do our course, which
consists of 2 sessions on Sunday evenings together with other couples who are getting married at St
Michael’s. The course is led by several married couples from our church and covers different aspects of
building a healthy and happy marriage. We run it once or twice per year, usually in February/March.
The sessions are relaxed and friendly. | will explain more when we meet.

3) Final meeting with the minister who will be conducting your wedding to plan what hymns, music and
readings you would like to be included, and who will be doing what in your service. This meeting is
usually 3-4 months before the wedding itself. You need to take the initiative to phone the church
office to arrange this meeting. | conduct most of the weddings, but some are taken by other clergy
whom we know well.

We are very happy to answer queries or meet up with you any time if there is anything further you would
like to discuss, and you are always welcome at any of our worship services on Sundays. You can find out
more through our website, www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk.

| look forward to meeting you soon!

Rev John A. Castle, Rector 12/24
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