THE SPIRE APPEAL

at ST MICHAEL AND ALL
ANGELS, SANDHURST

THANK YOU for your interest
in our Spire Appeal. This
leaflet explains why we
need your help to enable us
to repair our beautiful
historic building and
preserve it for future
generations.

Who are we?

St Michael’s is an Anglican Church which offers a welcome to
people of all ages and backgrounds. For the past 800 years, St
Michael’s has been a place for Christian worship for the
community of Sandhurst. For many in Sandhurst and the
surrounding area, the church has been the scene of

significant life events, from baptisms to weddings and funerals.

As well as our regular worship services, we seek to serve the
community in other ways, such as through our Baby and Toddler
Time, work in schools and pastoral care provided by volunteers
and our part-time Family Worker. The churchyard is a place of
peace, providing solace for many who have lost loved ones. Our
Pastoral Centre is used for private family functions as well as
being the home of Sandhurst Counselling service and a nursery.

St Michael’s Church is an independent charity, which receives no
funding from national government, local councils or the Church of



England for its day-to-day running or for maintenance and
repairs. The responsibility for these falls on the Trustees, aided by
members of the church. For a major project such as the current
essential repairs to the spire, the bells and the clock, we need the
generous support of members of the local community, well-
wishers and grant-making bodies.

The Church building - a precious jewel of local heritage

We are fortunate to have a beautiful Grade II* church building,
designed by the renowned Victorian architect G E Street. In 2018
we launched the WinSpire appeal to raise funds for the repair of
the stained glass windows and the spire. Thanks to the
generosity of a number of private donors, fundraising activities
and some grant funding, we were able to raise over £100,000,
£24,990 of which was used to restore the main west stained-glass
window because this was the most visual feature of our church
when approaching the church entrance and had reached a state
of significant pigment deterioration. At the beginning of the
current appeal, the Winspire Fund stood at £80,000. Since then
we have received several generous donations, and successfully
obtained promises of £8,000 in grant funding towards the repair
of the bells. However, we still have a long way to go!

The Spire, Bells and
Clock

The Trustees now wish to
address the much-needed
repairs to the Spire, including
the peal of six bells. :




» The Spire is covered with wooden tiles known as shingles,
which have become seriously degraded over decades. We
propose to replace the existing cedar shingles with new,
more durable oak ones, as originally used when the spire
was built 170 years ago.

» The bells are a familiar sound across much of Sandhurst,
being used on Sundays, at weddings and other special
occasions. However, they are in urgent need of restoration,
with ringing now limited as a result of safety advice. They
will soon cease to be operable altogether unless restored.

» The hourly striking of the clock, which used to be another
feature in the local community, has unfortunately been
missing for several years due to disrepair. We plan to restore
the clock to its former glory.

The quotations we have
obtained from our
contractors show that the
three areas of restoration
required (Spire roof, bells
and bell frame, and clock
and clock face) will, if
completed in the next 12
months, cost approximately
£250,000.

With delays to the works causing an ever-increasing cost to likely
repairs, we are intending to complete all works by the end of
2025. Because of the urgency, for safety reasons, to repair the
bells and their fixings, the Trustees have decided to begin with
this part of the Spire project, beginning in June 2025.



The complete project of spire
shingles, bells and clock will
restore this prominent and
iconic part of our beautiful
building for future
generations to enjoy, so that
this place of worship which
has played a part in the lives
of many in our community
will continue to be a source
of pride for our town.

Will you help us to achieve this?

We recognise that people’s financial circumstances vary
enormously, but we hope that after reading this you will want to
join us in whatever way you can to raise the funds needed to
complete the project. As you have seen, we have already raised
£80,000 towards the total cost of £250,000, which leaves us with
£170,000 to find. We hope that grant-making bodies will
contribute towards this, but we still need individuals like yourself
to help us.

If you would like to make a contribution to enable this valued
historic church to be preserved for today’s residents of our area
and future generations, please visit
http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/winspire2024.html
where you will find a link to our WinSpire Page, administered
securely for us by GiveALittle. Or scan the QR code below.

Many thanks for your help!

Rev John Castle, Rector
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